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THE AESTHETIC FORMATION OF PRAYER AND CONCEPT
OF BEAUTY IN ISLAM:A CORRELATIONAL STUDY

Areeba Farooq
Ph.D Scholar, Institute of Islamic Studies, University of the
Punjab, Lahore.

Abstract: All divine religions are based on belief in oneness of God and
prayers are made obligatory for the practical magnification in religions. This
belief strengthens the relation between God and man. Salah is a dialogue
between Allah and man and source of acquiring virtues. It is the second most
important pillar of Islam. This ritual is supposed to be offered by all the
Muslim regardless of their status and wealth. Prophet Muhammad # also laid
stress on the significance of prayers the most. This abstract explores the
aesthetic dimensions of Salah (Islamic prayer), highlighting its multifaceted
beauty and spiritual significance. Salah encompasses not only the physical
acts of worship but also various aesthetic elements that contribute to its
richness and depth. These include the adornment of attire, the emphasis on
cleanliness, punctuality in prayer timings, and the rhythmic repetition of
bowing and prostration. Additionally, the recitation of the Quran during Salah
adds a melodious dimension, enhancing its aesthetic appeal. Furthermore,
individual and collective aspects such as the alignment of rows and the
cultivation of humility and devotion further enrich the aesthetic experience of
Salah. By embracing these aesthetic aspects, worshippers immerse themselves
in a profound spiritual journey, experiencing a harmonious blend of physical
movements, vocal recitation, and inner contemplation, ultimately elevating
their connection with the Divine. In this paper the aesthetic aspects of salah
are explored through moderation in the performance of Salah, recitation of the
Quran in Salah, virtues of humility, submissiveness, and straightening the
rows, adornment of clothing, cleanliness, punctuality, repetition of bowing
and prostration etc. which enhance the aesthetic beauty of worship and
devotion.

Key words: Religion, Salah, Prayer, aesthetic, worship, God, virtues,
cleanliness, punctuality, recitation, prostration, devotion.
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