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Abstract: “Ulim al-Qur’an” is that science in which the words of the
Qur’an, their inscription and meanings are discussed. Among the
sciences related to the Qur’anic words, the Science of Readings gained
the highest prominence. The Science of Seven Dialects is the most
important one among the Science of Readings and is controversial. The
scholars immensely dissent in the meaning of Seven Dialects;
therefore, among the most important and noteworthy stances in the
interpretation and elucidation of the subject terminology, Imam
Tabart’ spoint of view is significantly notable. Imam Tabart is the one
who initiated the detailed discussion on the subject and quoted
approximately 60 traditions; indeed he himself adopted a distinguished
stance to expound the veracity of the Seven Dialects. He asserted that
the Qur’an was revealed on seven languages of Arabs which means that
it was revealed on seven synonymous words; out of those seven, six
were declared abandoned and the Qur’an was preserved on only one.
To support and validate his stance, he provided very strong evidences.
He also mentioned every possible argument and objection on his stance
and transcribed his substantial response to them. All this discussion has
been narrated in the preface of his exegesis “Jami’ al-Bayan ‘an Tawil
‘Ay al- Qur’an”. In this research paper, the findings of Imam Tabart
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with respect to the Seven Dialects will be elaborated in accordance to
the following points:

1. What is the meaning of Seven Dialects and what is the root cause of
dissension in the interpretation of its meaning?

2. What is the stance of Imam Tabart about Seven Dialects and what
are his demonstrations against the stance; who were the scholars in
later generations to accept and support his stance?

3. Critical review of Imam Tabari ’s arguments regarding Seven
Dialects.

Keywords:Seven Dialects, Imam Tabari,Jami’al-Bayan,Interpretation,

Seven synonymous words.
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