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Abstract: Muslim family system is based on the Qur’anic concept of
“Qawam”. According to this Qur’anic verse, men have been made
"Qawam™ over women.In the present situation, the Muslim family
system is facing many problems due to which some important questions
related to the term Qawam have come up which can be answered in the
light of the definitions of Qawam, opinions of jurists and interpretations
of commentators. (1) In the present times, the economic conditions have
changed a lot and women's participation in household chores and
responsibilities is becoming equal to that of men. Or can women join
in?(2) Sometimes a woman is financially superior to a man, her share in
almsgiving is complete or more than that of a man. If so, can it be a
rule?(3) Sometimes a man suffers from mental or psychiatric illness or
due to being physically handicapped, his family life becomes like a
suspended organ and the woman becomes active instead of the man.
When a woman is fulfilling all or most of the responsibilities of a man
and all the reasons for the virtue of a man are present in a woman, can it
be considered as Qawam or be granted the virtue of men?(4) Sometimes
men move to abroad for the purpose of education or job, in the absence
of which women are responsible for all the decisions of household
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transactions, child rearing and home care and family Tife, To which she 1S
paying well. If so, can they become a shareholder in such a case?(5) In
some cases, the woman is highly educated, while the man is illiterate
and the woman is superior to the man in knowledge, foresight and
understanding. A comprehensive selection of modern and classic
Muslim scholar regarding interpretation of the Qawam and other related
issues like powers and responsibilities will be discussed in this study.
Keywords:Qawwam, Concept of men superiority, Quranic Term, is the
men superior? Women in Islam.
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