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Abstract: almam Shatibi: a legist and jurist of Eighth Century whose
methodology of explaining Usil al- Shari‘a is quite exceptional and different
from that of all other legists. His juristic and scholastic insight is well
portrayed in his book “Al-Muwafaqat fi Ustl al- Shari‘a”. One part of the
book is especially dedicated to the sources of Shari‘a. Imam Shatibi has
discussed the Sunnah as a source of Shari‘a through ten issues. In all those
addressed issues, he declared Sunnah as an explanation to the Qur’an. He
proclaims that every ruling of Sunnah is always backed up by either brief or
detailed text of the Qur’an. Therefore, rulings of the Sunnah are also
considered to be principles of the Qur’an. The methodology of Imam Shatibi,
regarding explanation to the Sunnah, is unique in a sense that he associated
the Qur’anic injunctions with Masalih Thalatha (three public interests),
Darariyat (necessities), Hajiyat (essentials) and Tahsiniyat (refinements). He,
through explaining the objectives of Shari‘a like preservation of religion, life,
intellect, wealth and race in the light of these principles, determined the legal
and explicatory status of Sunnah that it complements and explains all these
principles and rules.

Keywords: Imam Shatibi, Al-Muwafaqat, Sunnah, Shari‘a,Masalih Thalatha.
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