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A CRTICAL STUDY OF THE ORIENTALISTS’ VIEWS REGARDING
MUHAMMADEN REVELATION

Dr. Sabahat Afzal
Assistant Professor,Institute of Islamic Studies, University of the
Punjab, Lahore.

Abstract: The concept of revelation is found in all the Semitic religions. The
divine knowledge, it is believed, was revealed to the prophets through
revelation. However, the status of Quran as a revealed book has been disputed
among the orientalists who have propounded different views regarding
revelation as proclaimedby the Prophet of Islam(S.A.W.). Some of the
orientalists consider it the creative work of Hazrat Muhammad (S.A.W.) as
they try to prove him a learned man. It has also been explained as the voice of
Prophet’s (S.A.W.) unconscious mind, or his dreams. Those orientalists who
believe it to be a real spiritual experience, interpret it as a private spiritual
experience only which according to them cannot be considered a prophetic
experience of revelation. In this article, an attempt has been made to analyse
all such orientalists’ theories regarding revelation in the light of Quran, Hadith
and authentic seerah traditions.

Key Words: Hazrat Muhammad (S.A.W.), Revelation, Orientalism, Material
Historicism, Seerat-un-Nabi ( S.A.W.).
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There is no improbability in Muhammad's going to Hira', a hill
a little way from Mecca, with or without his family. It might be
a method of escaping from the heat of Mecca in an unpleasant
season for those who could not afford to go to at-Ta’if. 1°
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The over-wrought mind at these moments raises a vision
before the eye, a vision of the celestial ministrants who are
believed to form the medium of inter-communication between
the God of Heaven and the man on earth. °
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It (Muhammad's revelatory experience) is perhaps too distant and
too charged an area of historical significance for any purely
scientific analysis to be either feasible or sound. What is of vastly
greater importance is how these experiences shaped Muhmmad's
life-story and what they came to mean for him in terms of
character and destiny and for his followers as a God-given
reality.?3
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It was while he was making his annual retreat on Mount Hira'
in about the year 610 that he experienced the astonishing and
dramatic attack. The words that were squeezed, as if from the
depths of his being, went to the root of the problem in Mecca.?®
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In the loneliness of the caves near the city wither he was wont

to withdraw, the man of two-score years felt himself more and

more impelled through vivid dreams, visions and hallucinations

to go among his people, and to warn them of the destruction to

which their actions were leading them. He feels himself
irresistably forced to become the moral teacher of his people. 3!
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