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Abstract: The digital revolution has profoundly reshaped the ways religion is
expressed, communicated, and practiced. Once confined to places of worship,
religious scholars, and formal institutions, religious knowledge and discourse
are now widely accessible through digital platforms such as YouTube,
Facebook, Instagram, and X (formerly Twitter). This democratization enables
both scholars and laypersons to share interpretations, teachings, and beliefs
globally, making religion both a faith-based and communicative phenomenon.
Social media facilitates religious dialogue, promotes interfaith understanding,
engages youth in spiritual discussions, and fosters awareness of diverse beliefs,
tolerance, and global cohesion. At the same time, it presents challenges,
including misinformation, superficial knowledge, religious extremism, and
algorithm-driven echo chambers that reinforce pre-existing views. Digital
media have also transformed religious identity and leadership, with individuals
expressing faith through posts, images, and hashtags, while online influencers
complement or challenge traditional authority. These changes underscore the
need for ethical engagement, scholarly accuracy, and responsible
communication. When utilized conscientiously, social media serves as an
effective platform for disseminating authentic religious knowledge, fostering
constructive interfaith dialogue, and strengthening social cohesion by enabling
respectful, cross-cultural, and transnational interactions, thereby supporting
both individual spiritual development and collective understanding.
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