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(The Science of Life History of Narrators of Prophetic Tradition —
An Introductory Study)
o f 2

The sayings of the Last Prophet were protected and saved
from deterioration by observing many protective measures
and barriers by scholars of Muslim Ummah. Resultantly, it
originated many disciplines of knowledge that are given the
name of “The sciences of hadith” and are counted upto
ninety-three. One of them is the Science of Biographical
Evaluation of Narrators that gives essential and sufficient
information about the Era, Morality, Memory, Knowledge,
Thoughts and Practices of the persons who narrated the
sayings of the Prophet (S.A.W.) This information enables to
decide about the authenticity, accuracy and genuineness of
a narration. This also assists in determining abrogated and
unabrogated traditions. No doubt, this is a unique
discipline of knowledge and is considered as distinction of
Muslim Ummah. The article provides information about
literal meanings, terminological definitions, its
historical development, its major themes and discussions
and importance and implications.
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"One of the most important and richest branches of
literature, which originated and developed in
connection with the Isnad in Hadith, is that relating
to the biography of the narrators of traditions. It is
commonly known as Asma.al.Rijal. In it are
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included all the various works which deal with i.
The Chronology ii. The biography and iii. The
criticism of the narrators or with any aspect of life
as may be helpful in determining their identity,
veracity or reliability.” (7)
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"Inquiries were made as to the character of the
guarantors, whether they were morally and religiously
satisfactory. whether they were tained with heretical
doctrines, whether they had a reputation for truthfulness
and had the ability to transmit what they had themselves
heard. Finally it was necessary that they should be
competent witnesses whose testimony would be
accepted in a court of civil law."(27)
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Hadith Literature, Calcutta university, Press 48 Hazara Road, (7)
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The Traditions of Islam, Khayat Beirut, 1966,pg: 83.84(27)
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