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FUNDAMENTALITY OF DIVINE REVELATION IN ISLAMIC EPISTEME:
THEOLOGICAL STUDY IN THE LIGHT OF 1QBAL’S THOUGHT

Dr. Hafiz Arshid Igbal
Lecturer, Govt. Khawaja Rafique Shaheed College, Lahore.

Abstract: Among all the sources of knowledge, the primacy of revelation is
distinct and well-established as it an authentic, pure and divine. As a prime
source of knowledge, it is the touchstone on the basis of which we can
evaluate the knowledge acquired through the five senses, intuition and
intellect. Revelation is not only a standard base for other sources of
knowledge, but it is also the one that refines, naturalizes and consummates
those. The most prominent common thing between the first revelation and the
last one is knowledge. Adam was given supremacy over the angels only due
to knowledge. The first revelation revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH),
he was instructed about the significance of knowledge. The three stakeholders
in establishing revelation as a divine source of knowledge are Allah Almighty,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the archangel Gabriel. Man, in no way, is
the creator of divine knowledge rather he is at the receiving end. In the
following pages, the transcendence and pre-eminence of revelation over the
other sources of knowledge as well as the features and distinctive characters
of both will be explored.
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empiricism, transcendence, pre-eminence
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"As a true disciple of Socrates Plato despised sense-
perception which in his view, yielded mere opinion and no
real knowledge"*
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"Is it then possible to apply the purely rational method of
philosophy to religion? The spirit of philosophy is one of free
inquiry. It suspects all authority. Its function is to trace the
uncritical assumptions of human thought to their hiding places,
and in this pursuit it may finally end in denial or a frank admission
of the incapacity of pure reason to reach the Ultimate Reality. The
essence of religion, on the other hand, is faith; and faith, like the
bird, sees its "trackless way" unattended by intellect which, in the
words of the great mystic poet of Islam, "only waylays the living

heart of man and robs it of the invisible wealth of life that lies
within."2
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Asfahani, Imam Raghib, “Mufiadat-ul-Quran”, Translated by: Mohammad Abdohu’
Ferozpuri, Shams-ul-Haq, Iqbal Town Lahore, 1986, Vol.2, p.717
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